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Question 4: Compare and Contrast the Greek city-states of Athens and Sparta. What made their societies, cultures and political structures alike? What made them different?
	Athens was located in an area that was agriculturally unviable for the staples of olives and grapes, but being located so near a coast, they were able to have sea trade and a fishing trade; this, in turn led to the creation of the Athenian navy. Because of the trade routes, the city state thrived commercially and economically; this trade also led to many political allies amongst the other city-states of Greece. Athens was considered to be a “free” society, where the pursuits of greater knowledge and the arts were encouraged. Athens therefore did not have a strong land military presence, though the Athenian Navy was a major force and protection. The Athenian government was Democratic in nature, a government of the people, where male citizens elected leaders, voted on policies and created laws that reflected these policies. Women in Athens were secluded from men who were not relatives, and were not allowed to walk freely amongst the men, unless the woman was a slave. Religious views were of the standard Greek norm, though Athens favored the goddess Athena, the goddess of wisdom and strategic thinking, above the other gods.  
	Sparta, on the other hand, was situated in an agriculturally fertile valley, creating no need for trade with other city-states; because of this, Sparta was a more closed society. Sparta was a center for military prowess and strategic thinking, with little encouragement being given to the pursuit of arts and greater knowledge. Sparta was constantly in a state of preparation for war, with military training beginning around the age of seven for the boys. Girls were also taught to fight but were not active (nor expected to be) in the military, which gave women more time for educational pursuits. Women were allowed more freedoms than their Athenian counterparts, and were able to walk freely amongst the men no matter her stature in the society. This did not mean women held many more freedoms, for land ownership and political power were still solely controlled by men. Of politics, Sparta was considered to be an Oligarchy. The government consisted of two kings who ruled jointly. In addition to the kings was a council of 30 men, also called a senate, this select and elite group of men set about creating laws and policy for the city-state. Religion in Sparta was no different than its neighbors in the worship of many gods; however, being a warlike people, Spartans favored Ares, the god of war and battles, above the rest of the Greek gods. 
	What made Sparta and Athens similar? Athens and Sparta, while culturally different in many ways were both city-states of Greece, therefore sharing many of the common Greek cultural practices. Both Athenians and Spartans had different classes of people, from slave to “gentry”. Slaves in both Athens and Sparta were the workforce that built city structures, were the laborers of trade and field whose hard work fed the masses. Both Athens and Sparta had military protection from each other as well as other city-states, and both were similar with politics. Both systems of government included a group of men who voted on policy and laws of the land, and each held some sort of judicial power.  
	Amongst the differences in the two cultures, Sparta encouraged military or warlike pursuits just as Athens encouraged the pursuits of greater knowledge and the arts. Athenian women were not allowed amongst men who were not related, and had little to no power outside their homes. Spartan women, on the other hand, were trained to fight, just as the men were, and were allowed to walk amongst men who were not relatives, Spartan women held only slightly more power than Athenian women, but could also freely pursue intellectual endeavors. Even slavery was different, as the perception of the slaves differed between the two city-states. Athenian slaves were able to go freely through markets, and could sometimes gain freedom from their masters while Spartan slaves were treated with more hostile attitudes. The Spartan slaves, (called helots) were so feared by their Spartan masters that once a year these “dangerous” people could be routinely gathered up and killed. As mentioned earlier, Athens and Sparta were both powerful in their military endeavors; however, Athens had a powerful Navy while Sparta had a powerful Army presence. 
